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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This llstidgtof claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 

application: 

LISTING OF CL AIMS: 

1. (currently amended): A plasma display panel including: 

(a) a first substrate; 

(b) a second substrate facing said first substrate; 

(c) a plurality of first electrodes formed on a surface of said first substrate which surface 
faces said second s ubstrate oloctrodo , said first electrodes extending in parallel with one another 
in a first direction, and each having an input terminal through which a pulse is input thereinto; 

(d) a plurality of second electrodes formed on a surface of said second substrate which 
surface faces said^irst substrate eteefrede, said second electrodes extending in parallel with one 
another in a second direction perpendicular to said first direction, and each having an input 
terminal through which a pulse is input thereinto; and 

(e) a plurality of display cells arranged at intersections of said first electrodes with said 
second electrodes, 

wherein a first selection pulse is input into said first electrodes and a second selection 
pulse is input selectively into one or more of said second electrodes to thereby control whether 
light is to be emitted in each of said display cells, and 

at least one of said display cells has a third electrode formed on said first substrate and 
being electrically connected to a first electrode other than a first electrode belonging to a display 
cell to which said third electrode belongs. 
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2. (original): The plasma display panel as set forth in claim 1 , wherein said third 
electrode is at least partially composed of a material which does not allow a visible light to pass 
therethrough. 

3- (currently amended): A plasma display panel including: 

(a) a first Substrate; 

(b) a second substrate facing said first substrate; 

(c) a plurality of first electrodes formed on a surface of said first substrate which surface 
faces said second substrate e l e ctrod e, said first electrodes extending in parallel with one another 
in a first direction, and each having an input terminal through which a pulse is input thereinto; 

(d) a plurality of second electrodes formed on a surface of said second substrate which 
surface faces saic first substrat e o t ootrod e, said second electrodes extending in parallel with one 
another in a second direction perpendicular to said first direction, and each having an input 
terminal through which a pulse is input thereinto; 

(e) a plurality of fourth electrodes extending in parallel with said first electrodes with a 
primary discharge gap being sandwiched therebetween; and 

(f) a plurality of display cells arranged at intersections of said first and fourth electrodes 
with said second electrodes, 

wherein a first selection pulse is input into said first electrodes and a second selection 
pulse is input selectively into one or more of said second electrodes to thereby control whether 
light is to be emitted in each of said display cells, and 
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at least one of said display cells has a third electrode formed on said first substrate and 

being electrically connected to a first electrode other than a first electrode belonging to a display 

cell to which saidthird electrode belongs. 

4. (ori ginal): The piasina display panel as set forth in claim 3, wherein said third and 
fourth electrodes form a preliminary display gap therebetween. 

5. (or ginal): The plasma display panel as set forth in claim 4, wherein said third and 
fourth electrodes i re at least paitially composed of a material which does not allow a visible light 
to pass therethrough. 

6. (original): The plasma display panel as set forth in claim 4, further comprising a 
lighl-shielding layer formed at least partially on said first substrate in alignment with said 
preliminary disehixge gap, said light-shielding layer having opaqueness to a visible light. 

7. (currently amended): A plasma display panel including: 

(a) a first f ubstrate; 

(b) a second substrate facing said first substrate; 

(c) a plurality of first electrodes formed on a surface of said first substrate which surface 
faces said second .Substrate electrode, said first electrodes extending in parallel with one another 
in a first direction and each having an input terminal through which a pulse is input thereinto; 
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(d) a plurality of second electrodes formed on a surface of said second substrate which 
surface faces said first substrate e l e ctrod e, said second electrodes extending in parallel with one 
another in a second direction perpendicular to said first direction, and each having an input 
terminal through which a pulse is input thereinto; 

(e) a plural ity of fourth electrodes extending in parallel with said first electrodes with a 
primary discharge: gap being sandwiched therebetween; 

(f) a plurality of fifth electrodes extending in parallel with said first and fourth electrodes; 

and 

(g) a plurality of display cells arranged at intersections of said first and fourth electrodes 
with said second Electrodes, 

wherein a first selection pulse is input into said first electrodes and a second selection 
pulse is input selectively into one or more of said second electrodes to thereby control whether 
light is to be emitted in each of said display cells, and 

at least one of said display cells has a third electrode formed on said first substrate and 
being electrically connected to a first electrode other than a first electrode belonging to a display 
cell to which saidrthird electrode belongs. 

8. (original): The plasma display panel as set forth in claim 7, wherein said third and 
fifth electrodes form a preliminary display gap therebetween. 
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9. (original): The plasma display panel as set forth in claim 8, wherein said third and 
fifth electrodes are at least partially composed of a material which does not allow a visible light 
to pass therethrough. 

1 0. (oi iginal): The plasma display panel as set forth in claim 8, further comprising a 
light-shielding layer formed at least partially on said first substrate in alignment with said 
preliminary discbarge gap, said light-shielding layer having opaqueness to a visible light. 

1 1 . (cmently amended): A method of driving a plasma display panel including: 

(a) a firstiubstrate; 

(b) a second substrate facing said first substrate; 

(c) a plurality of first electrodes formed on a surface of said first substrate which surface 
faces said second» substrate olootrodo , said first electrodes extending in parallel with one another 
in a first direction, and each having an input terminal through which a pulse is input thereinto; 

(d) a plurality of second electrodes formed on a surface of said second substrate which 
surface faces said first substrate e lectrode , said second electrodes extending in parallel with one 
another in a second direction perpendicular to said first direction, and each having an input 
terminal through vhich a pulse is input thereinto; and 

(e) a plurality of display cells arranged at intersections of said first electrodes with said 
second electrode*, 
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wherein a first selection pulse is input into said first electrodes and a second selection 
pulse is input selectively into one or more of said second electrodes to thereby control whether 
light is to be emitted in each of said display cells, and 

at least on8 of said display cells has a third electrode formed on said first substrate and 
being electrically connected to a first electrode A other than a first electrode B belonging to a 
display cell to whi ch said third electrode belongs, 

said method including the steps of: 

(a) in at le*st one of said display cells having said third electrode, by the application of 
said first selector pulse to said fiist electrode A, generating priming discharge at a third 
electrode in saiddisplay cell; and 

(b) applying said first selection pulse to said first electrode B subsequently to said step 

(a). 

12. (original): The method as set forth in claim 1 1 , further including the step of 
composing said third electrode at least partially of a material which does not allow a visible light 
to pass therethrou gh. 

13. (currently amended): A method of driving a plasma display panel including: 

(a) a firetSubstrate; 

(b) a secofod substrate facing said first substrate; 
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» 

(c) a plurality of first electrodes formed on a surface of said first substrate which surface 
feces said second Substrate electrode , said first electrodes extending in parallel with one another 
in a first direction, and each having an input terminal through which a pulse is input thereinto; 

(d) a plurality of second electrodes foraied on a surface of said second substrate which 
surface faces said-first substrate e l e ctrodo , said second electrodes extending in parallel with one 
another in a seco* I direction perpendicular to said first direction, and each having an input 
terminal through which a pulse is input thereinto; 

(e) a plurality of fourth electrodes extending in parallel with said first electrodes with a 
primary discharge gap being sandwiched therebetween; and 

(f) a plurality of display cells arranged at intersections of said first and fourth electrodes 
with said second electrodes, 

wherein a ttrst selection pulse is input into said first electrodes and a second selection 
pulse is input selectively into one or more of said second electrodes to thereby control whether 
light is to be emitud in each of said display cells, and 

at least one of said display cells has a third electrode formed on said first substrate and 
being electrically connected to a first electrode A other than a first electrode B belonging to a 
display cell to whkh said third electrode belongs, 

said method including the steps of: 

(a) in at least one of said display cells having said third electrode, by the application of 
said first selection pulse to said first electrode A, generating priming discharge at a third 
electrode in said dreplay cell; and 
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(b) applykig said first selection pulse to said first electrode B subsequently to said step 

(a). 

14. (original): The method as set forth in claim 13, further including the step of 
forming a prelim nary discharge gap between said third and fourth electrodes, wherein said 
priming discharge? is generated at said preliminary discharge gap. 

15. (o iginal): The method as set forth in claim 14, further including the steps of: 
keeping a fourth electrode of said display cell at a voltage at which discharge is generated 

at said preliminary discharge gap, in at least a part of a period in which said first selection pulse 
is applied to said Jiird electrode of said display cell; and 

keeping & id fourth electrode of said display cell at a voltage at which discharge is not 
generated at said preliminary discharge gap, in a period in which said first selection pulse is 
applied to said firrt electrode of said display cell. 

16. (oiiginal): The method as set forth in claim 15, further including the step of 
dividing said display cells into a plurality of display cell groups such that a display cell including 
a third cell and a display cell including a first electrode electrically connected to said thiid 
electrode do not belong to a common group, and dividing said fourth electrodes into a plurality 
of electrode groups such that fourth electrodes in each of said display cell groups belong to a 
common electrode group for controlling a voltage of said fourth electrode in each of said 
electrode groups. 
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1 7. (original): The method as set forth in claim 1 6, further including the step of 
successively applying said first selection pulse a plurality of times to a plurality of said thud 
electrodes belonging to any one of said display cell groups. 

18. (or gjnal): The method as set form in claim 1 5, further including the step of 
keeping said fourt i electrode of said display cell at a voltage at which discharge is not generated 
at said preliminary discharge gap, in a period in which said first selection pulse is applied to said 
first electrode A of said display cell. 

1 9. (original): The method as set forth in claim 1 3, wherein a field is divided into a 
plurality of sub-fields including at least the step of applying said first selection pulse, 

at least one sub-field among said sub-fields includes the step of carrying out first 
initialization whicl step includes the sub-step of carrying out initialization at said primary 
discharge gap, and 

at least one sub-field among said sub-fields includes the step of carrying out second 
initialization whicl step includes the sub-step of carrying out initialization at said primary 
discharge gap, but does not include the sub-step of carrying out initialization at said primary 
discharge gap. 
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20. (original): The method as set forth in claim 14, further comprising the step of 
composing said Uird and fourth electrodes at least partially of a material which does not allow a 
visible light to pass therethrough. 

2 1 . (original): The method as set forth in claim 1 3, further comprising the step of 
forming a light-s)iielding layer at least partially on said first substrate in alignment with said 
preliminary discharge gap, said light-shielding layer having opaqueness to a visible light. 

22. (original): The method as set forth in claim 13, wherein a period of time from the 
generation of saic priming discharge in said display cell until the application of said first 
selection pulse to said first electrode belonging to said display cell is equal to or smaller than 100 
microseconds. 

23. (original): The method as set forth in claim 22, wherein said period of time is 
equal to or smaller than 20 microseconds. 

24. (currently amended): A method of driving a plasma display panel including: 

(a) a first Substrate; 

(b) a second substrate facing said first substrate; 

(c) a plurality of first electrodes formed on a surface of said first substrate which surface 
faces said second substrate el e otrodo , said first electrodes extending in parallel with one another 
in a first directior and each having an input terminal through which a pulse is input thereinto; 
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(d) a plurality of second electrodes formed on a surface of said second substrate which 
surface faces said first substrate s l e otrodo , said second electrodes extending in parallel with one 
another in a second direction perpendicular to said first direction, and each having an input 
terminal through which a pulse is input thereinto; 

(e) a plural jty of fourth electrodes extending in parallel with said first electrodes with a 
primary discharge gap being sandwiched therebetween; 

(f) a plurality of fifth electrodes extending in parallel with said first and fourth electrodes; 

and 

(g) a plurality of display cells arranged at intersections of said first and fourth electrodes 
with said second electrodes, 

wherein af irst selection pulse is input into said first electrodes and a second selection 
pulse is input selectively into one or more of said second electrodes to thereby control whether 
light is to be emitted in each of said display cells, and 

at least one of said display cells has a third electrode formed on said first substrate and 
being electrically Connected to a first electrode A other than a first electrode B belonging to a 
display cell to whbh said third electrode belongs, 

said method including the steps of: 

(a) in at ler«t one of said display cells having said third electrode, by the application of 
said first selection, pulse to said first electrode A, generating priming discharge at a third 
electrode in said d* splay cell; arid 

(b) applying said first selection pulse to said first electrode B subsequently to said step 

(a)- 
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25. (original): The method as set forth in claim 24, further including the step of 
forming a preliminary discharge gap between said third and fifth electrodes, wherein said 
priming discharge is generated at said preliminary discharge gap. 

26. (anginal): The method a$ set forth in claim 24, wherein a field is divided into a 
plurality of sub-fields including at least the step of applying said first selection pulse, 

at least one sub-field among said sub-fields includes the step of carrying out first 
initialization which step includes the sub-step of carrying out initialization at said primary 
discharge gap, and 

at least one sub-field among said sub-fields includes the step of carrying out second 
initialization which step includes the sub-step of carrying out initialization at said primary 
discharge gap, but does not include the sub-step of carrying out initialization at said primary 
discharge gap. 

27. (original): The method as set forth in claim 24, further comprising the step of 
composing said third and fifth electrodes at least partially of a material which does not allow a 
visible light to pess therethrough. 

28. (o iginal): The method as set forth in claim 24, further comprising the step of 
forming a light-sJiiclding layer at least partially on said first substrate in alignment with said 
preliminary discharge gap, said light-shielding layer having opaqueness to a visible light. 
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29. (ori ^inal): The method as set forth in claim 24, wherein a period of time from the 
generation of said priming discharge in said display cell until the application of said first 
selection pulse to s aid first electrode belonging to said display cell is equal to or smaller than 1 00 
microseconds, 

30. (original): The method as set forth in claim 29, wherein said period of time is 
equal to or smaller than 20 microseconds. 
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